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SUBJECT : CHUNGLI RIOT SENTENCES: APPEALS DECISION 

REF: TAIPEI 02462 

1 . THE TAIWAN HIGH COURT ON AUGUST 1 1 ANNOUNCED ITS 
DECISION IN THE REVIEW OF SENTENCES GIVEN TO DEFENDANTS 
IN THE CHUNGLI RIOT (REFTEL). OF THE EIGHT DEFENDANTS, 

PRISON SENTENCES WERE REDUCED FOR FIVE, REDUCED AND 
SUSPENDED FOR TWO, AND ONE WAS ACQUITTED ON GROUNDS OF 
INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE. 

2. LOCAL NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THE RESULTS OF THE TRIAL, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

YANG SHENG-KUO 0948): TERM REDUCED 
FROM TWELVE YEARS TO SEVEN YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. 

CH'EN CHIN-HO (7115/6855/0735): TERM REDUCED FROM 
TWO YEARS AND TEN MONTHS TO ONE YEAR AND TEN MONTHS. 

HSU CH'ING-LUNG (6079/3237/7893): TERM REDUCED FROM 
TEN YEARS TO SEVEN YEARS. 
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LIN I-SHENG (2651/4135/3932): TERM REDUCED FROM 
FOUR YEARS TO THREE YEARS. 

TSENG CHIN-FU (2582/6855/1381): TERM REDUCED FROM 
THREE YEARS AND TWO MONTHS TO TWO YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. 

- LIN TS'AN-MING (2651/3605/2494): TERM REDUCED FROM 
THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS TO ONE YEAR AND FOUR MONTHS. 
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LIN'S PRISON TERM WAS THEN SUSPENDED (SEE PARA 3) 

AND HE WAS RELEASED ON BAIL ON AUGUST 11, 1978. 

- CHUNG MING-CHIH (6945/2492/1807): TERM REDUCED FROM 
TWO YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS TO ONE YEAR AND SIX MONTHS. 
CHUNG'S PRISON SENTENCE WAS SUSPENDED AND HE WAS 
RELEASED ON BAIL ON AUGUST 1 1 . 

- P'AN T'ANG-HUANG (3382/1016/3552): P' AN HAD BEEN 
SENTENCED TO THREE YEAR'S IMPRISONMENT BY THE TAIPEI 
DISTRICT COURT, BUT WAS ACQUITTED BY THE TAIWAN HIGH 
COURT FOR LACK OF SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE, AND WAS RELEASED 
ON AUGUST 11, 1978. 

3. UNDER PROVISIONS OF THE CHINESE CRIMINAL CODE, 

PART 1, CHAPTER IX, ARTICLE 74, PRISONERS CAN BE 
RELEASED ON BAIL FOR A PERIOD OF TIME AND IF THEY 
COMMIT NO FURTHER CRIMES THEIR SENTENCES ARE DROPPED AT 
THE COMPLETION OF THE DESIGNATED PERIOD. IF THE PERSON 
COMMITS ANOTHER CRIME HE CAN THEN BE SENTENCED FOR THE 
NEW CRIME AND REQUIRED TO SERVE THE PRISON TERM FOR 
THE CRIME FOR WHICH THE SENTENCE WAS SUSPENDED WHIFF. 

ON BAIL. BOTH LIN AND CHUNG HAVE BEEN RELEASED ON BAIL 
WITH SENTENCES SUSPENDED FOR THREE YEARS. IF NEITHER 
COMMITS A NEW CRIME DURING THIS PERIOD, THEY WILL THEN 
BE FREE OF THE CHUNGLI SENTENCE. 
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4. COMMENT: AS NOTED PARA 9 REFTEL THERE HAS BEEN 
NO LINK MADE BETWEEN THE CHUNGLI DEFENDANTS AND 
OPPOSITION POLITICIANS. SUFFICIENT TIME HAS PASSED 
SINCE THE ORIGINAL TRIAL SO THAT THE APPEALS DECISION 
HAS GENERATED LITTLE INTEREST. IT APPEARS UNLIKELY AT 
THIS POINT THAT ANYONE, INCLUDING OPPOSITIONISTS, WILL 
COMMENT ON THE COURT RULING SINCE THE GROC HAS 
DEMONSTRATED A DEGREE OF LENIENCY AND IT DOES NOT SERVE 
THE GROC OR OPPOSITIONIST INTERESTS TO REHASH THE 
CHUNGLI INCIDENT. 

5. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE HIGH COURT'S RULING 
CARRIES WITH IT ANY POLITICAL MESSAGE. WHILE IN VIEW 

OF THE UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF CHUNGLI THE EXECUTIVE 
MAY HAVE "GUIDED" THE COURT IN ITS 

DECISION, THE REDUCTION OF SENTENCES DOES NOT APPEAR 
TO BE DESIGNED OR TIMED TO INFLUENCE THE CLIMATE FOR 
THE DECEMBER ELECTIONS. UNGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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